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Minutes of the Waverley Annual Residents Meeting held  
on Wednesday 20 April 2022 7pm at the AMP 

 
Present: Cllr. Jamie Baggaley, Waverley Community Council (Chair)  
 
In attendance: Ms R Graham (Clerk to the Council), Cllrs Miah-Allen, Adshead and Norton. 
17 residents 

 Item 

1.  Welcome by the Chairman of Waverley Community Council 

The Chair opened the meeting welcoming the, Community Council members and 

the Clerk, and the residents attending the meeting.  

 

2.  To receive apologies for absence 

None 

3.  To confirm as a true record the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 29 
April 2021 
These had been informally agreed in June 2021, and were ratified at the current 
meeting. 

4.  To address any matters arising from the minutes  

Nothing to address 

5.  To receive a report from the Chairman on the activities of the Council over the 

past year 

Waverley Community Council has now been in existence for just over three years. It 
has been a very unusual start to a new council, as the best part of two years have 
been impacted by COVID. This led to the WCC holding all of its meeting virtually 
when the temporary legislation was in place. 
 
Since last year’s annual parish (resident) meeting there has been several notable 
events in terms of the Council’s own structure: 

• Throughout this year, I’ve continued as Chair of the Council, with Councillor 
Amin-Miah as Vice-Chair. Councillor Neil Adshead has continued to serve the 
council. 

• Resignations were received from Councillors Laura Ross and more recently 
Cllrs Venkana and Narra, who have felt the impact of coronavirus on their 
work, which has taken them away from their commitment to the WCC. We 
are very grateful for their contributions. Cllrs Pulman and Norton joined the 
Council in November last year. 

• Rachel Graham has continued as Clerk to the Parish Council. Rachel’s 
contracted hours are 21 hours per week as she continues to study for her 
CiLCA qualification and the work profile has changed. 

• In addition, the May borough council elections saw use saying good-bye to 
Bob Walsh and Nigel Simpson and hello to Firas Miro and Amy Brookes, as 
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Waverley officially became part of the Rother Vale Ward (as opposed to 
being split between Orgreave and Catcliffe). 

 
Unfortunately, the temporary COVID legislation came to an ended and we have 
reverted to face-to-face meetings. This has lessened the number of resident’s 
attending, although we have written to central government, along with many other 
local councils to request a change in the laws.  
 
The challenge that Waverley continues to bring, is that much of the area is owned 
by Harworth or the developers, and not Rotherham Borough Council. The Master 
Plan of Waverley was agreed back in 2011 with, outline planning permission given 
for the development of Waverley by the Borough Council. 
 
Consultations on changes to the site, including a Bike Track (initially on the hill and 
now in the Park) as well as Waverley Park (previously known as Highwall Park), have 
been supported by the WCC, in dialogue with Well Rotherham and Harworth 
respectively.  
 
The WCC continues to support the volunteer residents including the Events Team, 
and Waverley Buds. The WCC provided funding to support the groups and others as 
they enhance the living environment of the residents. Grant funding went to the 
Events Team for their spectacular Christmas festivities, and the Waverley Buds. 
 
I was again joined by Reverend Philip Barringer and the Events Team to remember 
those who had fallen in the run up to Remembrance Sunday.  
 
The WCC received some grant funding from RMBC for Vehicle Activated Street signs, 
which we asked for in response to resident’s comments about the speed of vehicles 
on the estate and the lack of awareness about the speed limit in a built-up 
residential area. The location of the Signs on Highfield Lane was suggested last 
November, the order for has been made and the invoice paid to RMBC. We are now 
waiting on agreement between Harworth and RMBC for the siting of them, as 
Harworth own the lamppost, and don’t want the adoption of Highfield Lane to be 
jeopardized by this. 
 
We have also kept tabs on the works along the Red Shale path which is a permissive 
footpath owned by Harworth running parallel to the River Rother. This route was 
out of action for more than a year, while a legal agreement regarding burrowing the 
overhead cables were signed-off and the sub-contractors of National Power grid 
appeared on site. These works impacted on residents from Orgreave, Treeton and 
Catcliffe residents, so we have been keeping them in the loop as well. We have also 
been tracking the Land Trust’s work on the path at the end of the Lakes, as that area 
has readily flooded for several winters. While there is one more drainage pipe to go 
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in, the water ditches are deeper and the path is raised. 
 
WCC and Harworth jointly gained planning permission for the Garden Room, which 
would be used for small community gatherings off Highfield Lane. In parallel we 
worked with Harworth to progress the lease for the Community Garden area. The 
bespoke lease took longer than anticipated to draw-up mainly because of its 
uniqueness. At this point, the impact of COVID on the global economy was feeding 
into material costs, so when we asked the supplier of the Garden Room for a fresh 
costing, the build increased by £10,000. In the meantime, Harworth indicated that 
the planning application for Olive Lane and the Community Centre was submitted 
and the build would commence c February 2022. The Council took the decision to 
not spend monies on the Garden Room, but to re-focus on the Community Centre. 
More about will be covered in the presentation. 
 
At the bi-monthly meeting with Harworth and the Land Trust we have pushed hard 
for more things that matter to you as residents, which we pick up through the 
monthly meetings, contact made with the councillors or the Clerk. There is now a 
bench at Catcliffe Corner Pond, we have agreed that the street rubbish bins which 
Land Trust provide can be used for rubbish and dog poo, and bought to their 
attention several incidents of localized flooding.  
 
We have also increased the level of engagement with residents since we have come 
out of lock-down and COVID with a dig&chat session at the community garden, two 
litter picks, and two meet & greets for the new Ward Councillors with Harworth 
 
The Council’s recognition awards, aimed at appreciating those who make Waverley 
a better place to live in and a difference in the community formally recognizing 
residents and non-residents that have supported Waverley  
  
As we move back to the new normal, the next few years look very exciting as we 
work closer with the community and build a community centre. 
 

6.  To receive a financial report from the Clerk regarding expenditure 

 
Review the accounts from 2021/22 
  
The Clerk reported that the precept of £48,788 was provided in 2 tranches.  
 
The Council is fully insured and registered with HMRC. The accounting, payroll and internal 
audit systems are supplied by Voluntary Action Rotherham, who have a proven track record 
working with local councils. All transactions are now completed via online banking, and we 
have introduced accounting software to reduce the time taken for processing and reporting 
the finances.  
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The WCC had spent by the end of March 2022 £25,330.99, with several invoices coming in 
after the end of the financial year. We also reclaimed £1,421 in VAT.  
 

As the price of the Garden Room build increased to an unacceptable cost and the lease was 
granted for the Community Garden the WCC have set-aside £10,000 in an interest accruing 
bank account for future works, such as maintaining the public footpath through the Garden. 
The WCC is now responsible for this. 
 
The WCC also earmarked £6000 in the reserves for the two vehicles activated street signs. It 
then applied and received £2238 from the Ward Councillor funds, towards the purchase of 
the signs. The interest earnt was £8.77 for the year.  
 
The precept for the next year has been increased to account for the work on the 
Community Centre, and so the running costs allocated this year for the Garden Room, have 
been re-purposed towards the Reserve Funds – Councils are expected to hold nearer 12 
months in reserves for a Council of this size. 
 

 

7.  To receive a presentation about Olive Lane Community Centre 

The Chair spoke about the Community Centre plans at Olive Lane – slide are 

available on the website. 

8.  To consider any matters raised by residents (discussion only) 

Residents raised a few current issues. 

• How will the Community centre be used? 

• What will the future cost of the community centre be? 

• Do we have to go ahead with the Community Centre? 

• How does the WCC raise income? 

• Is the clerk solely working for the WCC? 

• Is the WCC good value for money? 

• What are the communication channels of the WCC? 

• How else does the WCC engage with the community? 

• Could the WCC share its messages through leafletting? 

• What are the plans for the Lakes area? 

• What is being done about visitors parking to Olive Lane and the Lakes? 

• Why have Waverley children not got placements at the Junior Academy 

• Why is the WCC not using the WJA for meetings 
 

 
The meeting closed at 20:00 

Signed 
 
Chair 


