Waverley Lakes - Wildlife Trail

→

Welcome to Waverley Lakes Wildlife Trail. Can you believe that until 2010,
this site was the remains of an open cast coal mine? It has now become a place of
natural beauty attracting many migrating birds and wildlife. Follow the path around
the lake and see if you can spot some of these species of birds, butterflies, grasses
and fruit bushes.
Skylark
Butterflies
Name: Common Blue, Polyommatus icarus
Size: 35 mm wingspan
Where to look: grasslands May
to September.
Name: Large White, Pieris brassicae
Size: 50-65 mm wingspan
Where to look: gardens and
meadows April to August

Waverley Estate

Kestrels
This small falcon can be easily identified by their
hunting behaviour, hovering low over grassland
in search of prey. Mostly hunting for mice and
voles, they hover at a height of around
10 – 20 metres over open countryside.

From heights of 50 to 100m,
the long, unbroken song is a clear,
bubbling warble delivered high in the air.

Start Here

Swans

Damselflies
Can you spot the difference
between a dragonfly and a
damselfly? In summer, there
are lots of tiny damselflies.
The difference is that a dragon
fly lands with its wings open and a
damselfly lands with its wings closed.

Name: Red Admiral, Vanessa atalanta
Size: 62-64mm wingspan
Where to look: gardens and
grassland May to October
Gulls

Oystercatcher
Originally a coastal species, the
Oystercatcher has moved further
inland over the last 5o years. The
Oystercatcher is very noisy wading
bird with a loud ‘peep-ing’ call.

Blackthorn Prunus spinosa
Can you see any Blackthorn
bushes in this area?
Look for white blossom
in Spring and Sloe berries in
Autumn.
Lapwing aka the Peewit
Lapwings can be recognised by their long
crests, black and white patterns, and very
broad, round wingtips. Males put
on dramatic displays in the sky,
tumbling through the air, making
their loud ‘peewit’ call.

Blackberry or Bramble
This edible fruit is often
eaten raw, or in desserts,
jellies, jams, pies, crumbles,
and can even be made
into wine. Blackberries
have lots of healthy
antioxidants and vitamins.

Cormorant
An excellent fisher. It is most easily
spotted sat by the lake stretching
its wings out in the sun to
dry after a dive. This is
how they dry their feathers
off which are not waterproof.

Common Grasses
Lots of different grasses and rushes grow around the lakes.
Here are 3, see if you can spot them. Scan this QR code
to learn more about identifying these amazing plants.

Cocksfoot

Tufted hairgrass
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Red fescue

